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[ABSTRACT] This study explores the current state of Sister Cities cooperation activity. In particular,
it focuses on the current state of this activity between Russia and Japan. The study examines Russian
research results on this matter that previously have been only scarcely presented in Japan. The peak of
Sister Cities cooperation activity in Japan took place in the 1980s. Since the 1990s, the movement has
been declining. The Sister Cities (or “Topoma-mobpatumsr” in Russian) cooperation activity between
Japan and Russia started in 1961 with Maizuru (Kyoto Prefecture, Japan) and Nakhodka (Primorsky
Krai, Russia). By today, 47 partnerships between different cities have been established. Despite the
strong geographical, historical, and political relations between Japan and Russia, Sister Cities
cooperation activity between the two countries remains weak. There are two types of this activity
existing today: the American type that dominates in Japan and the European type that dominates in
Russia. The study suggests several ways of how the Sister Cities cooperation activity between Japan
and Russia can be promoted further. This study points out the significance of such activities for
promoting mutual understanding between people of different countries and maintaining world peace. It
is also important to consider that Japan and Russia have different views on city cooperation. | argue
that the experience exchange and joint research of modern city management are crucial for promoting
the Sister Cities activity between Japan and Russia.
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